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From Board experience, I know that “if you get out of line” or, “rock the
boat” expect the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association to file a
complaint resulting in the stress of investigation and possible sanctions from
the State Board.

Why most funeral directors blindly follow the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors
Association whose executive director or legal counsel have no background in
death care escapes me; while successful funeral directors whose
accomplishments based on compassionate services to others goes unheard.

After 1986, I was commended and reappointed by Governor Thornburg for a
second term. As a result of testimony before your commission over twenty-
five years ago, 1 crossed the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association
causing them to issue a “Legislative Alert”, (see attached), to their members to
contact their Senators to vote against my confirmation. It had the desired
effect and 1 did not get confirmned, however the same Senate confirmed my
appointment to The Pennsylvania Public Television Commission shortly
thereafter, ‘The Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association tactic of
“Legislative Alert” mimics their latest “Under Attack”,(see attached) same old
play book.

Thank you for your public service.

Yours truly,

BART H. CAVANAGH, SR.

Attachments: Legislative Alert
Under Attack
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SEPTEMBER 12, 1985
. fne Pennsylvenin Senate will be voting in the very near future on two of
Uavernor Thocaburgh's reappointssnte ‘to the Pennsylvania State floard of

- Funeral Directors. The two individuals who are up for Senate confirmatlion
are Reverend Dr. Horace Sills and #r. Bart Cavanagh.

Fhe Executive Committee of P.F.D.A. by' unaninous vote, stroagly urges iils
mombership and the leaders of its local gssociations to take the Ffollowing
gefiont i ; ' '

1. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS ARD LOCAL ASSOCTATION OFFICERS SHOULD IMMEDIATRLY

CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR ARD REQUEST THE FOLLOWING ACTION.

a. TPOELDOAL supports b é'conf;fmsﬁivﬁ.a{'kég@rana_ﬁr,,anrgfﬂ”xzwxy s
a public member of the State Bourd of Funeral Directors. . Dr. Silils has
shown excellent . Jeaderaliip qualities and has represanted’ the consumer
interest on the State Board dn a “fair and Judicious wanner, We strongly
‘urge. your support for Dr. Sills. = e e

b.  P.F.D.A, oppouss the confirmation of We. Bart Cavanagh as a member

of ‘the Stute Poard of Funeral Directors. Mr avansgh's persistent awl
epftinuing public suppart of th anti<consumer policy of requiring only
70% of tha public's pre-need payments be placed in trust is coutyary to
the lsW. His avowed policy wis overwhelmingly rejected by Senave and
ouse committees; called “uncouscionsble” by the Independont Regulatory
Review Comm.seion and récently determined to be imvaelid by the
Commbnwealth Court. In apite of such rejection, Mr Cavanagh conlinuses Lol

publicly support thi ~gconsumer policy.
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